When Mistakes and Miracles Collide

It started with a vision from God ... but nothing happened for years!

Genesis 12:1-3 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that | will
shew thee: 2And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: ¥ And I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

Abram must have been tired of taking second best while waiting ...

Genesis 13:8-9 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, | pray thee,
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be
brethren. ° /s not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, | pray thee, from
me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then | will go to the right; or if thou depart to the
right hand, then | will go to the left.

Abram argued with the Lord about the vision ... but still believed ...

Genesis 15:2-6 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? ® And Abram
said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is
mine heir. 4And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall
not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be
thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven,
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall
thy seed be. 8 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness.

Finally, Sarai suggested “Plan B” ... Abram’s biggest mistake!

Genesis 16:1-2 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an
handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said unto Abram,
Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: | pray thee, go in unto
my maid; it may be that | may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to

the voice of Sarai.

13 years later God gives Abram his miracle (and changes his name) ...
but Abraham has a difficult time believing after such a long delay

Genesis 17:17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his
heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

Abraham is so familiar with his mistake he can’t see his miracle!

Genesis 17:18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before
thee!

Sarah laughed at the whole situation, because she couldn’t believe

Genesis 18:13-14 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah
laugh, saying, Shall | of a surety bear a child, which am old? s any thing too
hard for the LORD? At the time appointed | will return unto thee, according to the
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.

Isaac and Ishmael (Abraham’s miracle and his mistake) grew up in the
same house for awhile! (wheat and tares — Matthew 13)

Romans 7:18-25 " For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good | find
not. ' For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.
20 Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
2| find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is present with me. 2 Eor|
delight in the law of God after the inward man: 2 But | see another law in my
members, warring against the law of mg mind, and bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is in my members. “* O wretched man that | am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? % | thank God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. So then with the mind | myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin.

On the day Isaac came to maturity, Ishmael mocked him (if you don't
deal with your mistake, it will eventually mock your miracle!)

Genesis 21:8-9 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a
great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. % And Sarah saw the son of
Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.

Abraham loved Ishmael ... it's a sacrifice to walk away from some thing
you thought you had to have and put it out of your house!

Genesis 17:18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before
thee!

Genesis 21:10-11 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman
and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac. "' And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his
son.

And finally, God asks Abraham to give his miracle back to the Lord!

Genesis 22:2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt
offering upon one of the mountains which | will tell thee of.

When he does, God multiplies his miracle to bless others!

Genesis 22:16-18 '® And said, By myself have | sworn, saith the LORD, for
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
7 That in blessing | will bless thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 8 And in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.



